               DANIEL 3:19-30   Through The Fire; Not Around It   11/3/19   T.B.C.
Text Intro:  We study a great miracle today. Don’t drift off.
QUESTION:  Will it really apply to me? 

That depends on 3 things: 

We see these three hindrances in the life of Gideon and they are probably in us as well. 
1. What do you believe is your true identity

   2. How do you feel about the negative things that have happened to you?

      3. What if the things you did while here on earth do not seem to have a lasting effect?

Ex.   (1.)  Judges 6:12    (2.)  6: 13-14   (3.)  6:33-35

There may be a difference in time; and a different set of circumstances. But there are two elements that remain the same: The same God and the same faith. And that faith in God, shown in any degree is blessed and rewarded.

The goal is to really know God ( John 17:3), and he does His part by taking you through many experiences so you can choose to do it your way of His way.

“Without faith ( trust, reliance, confidence in what God has said) it is impossible to please God, for those who come to God must believe that He is; and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6 

Questions: What is the next step of faith for you? What will hinder you?

TEXT:   Daniel 3: 14-23 *************************************
Babylon had many brick oven discovered by archeology. Many brick fields have been found.
Ex. A military friend of mine  said there are no rocks in this area. They had to make brick. Sun-dried brick not near as strong as fire-brick. 

Ex. Tower of Babel made of fire brick. 

Genesis 11:3 “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.”
Ex. History Channel said it is very possible to build an extremely high tower out of fire brick.

These furnaces were usually built beside a hill to catch the up draft. Fired by charcoal with adjustable draft system.

Neb. was able to look into these large furnaces from the sides.

Burning people in furnaces is not a new idea. 

“Rim Sin” of Larsa , 1750 B.C., spoke of, “Throwing a slave into a furnace.”

Ex. Jeremiah 29: 21-22  A prophecy that Neb. will burn Ahab and Zedekiah.

Ex. Isaiah 43: 2-3  “,,, through the fire.” 
 Daniel 3: 23-27
Question: Why walk around with them? 
Answer: Because a walk with God should be personal ,and not static, or perfunctory, 
                   or pure dutiful. In real crisis moments it has to be very, very personal! 
Ex. Genesis 3:8 “God walked in the garden in the cool of the day.” 

Ex. Matthew 17: 3 Moses, Elijah, and Jesus “talking together” in front of three disciples
Ex. Road to Emmaus- “walking along with them.”  

Point : Heart-stopping and casual, and personal, all at the same time!

Going to take more than principles to live by; and more than principles to die by. It needs to be personal.
The whole point of eternal life is to know God; deep and rich and personal! John 17:3. 

Abba Father! Mark 14:36, Romans 8:15-16, 26, Galatians 4:6 

We are designed by God to seek this kind of personal relationship with Him. 

Daniel 3:25 Many believe this is a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ.

              The “Angel of Jehovah” is very distinct from other references to other angels, and speaks not for God, but as God. It is interesting that the Angel of Jehovah is never mentioned again in the New Testament. Genesis 16:7-13, 22:15-18, 31:11-13, 45: 5, 48:15-16, Exodus 3:1ff, 13:21, 14:19, Acts 7:30-35 referring to O.T., Judges 6:11-23, 13: 9-20
It is best to not speak beyond what we know in this case. A more sure ground would be Christ’ pre- incarnate work clearly pointed out in the New Testament.
Ex. John 12: 41 “ These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and He spoke of Him.”
Ex. John 8: 56 “ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”
Daniel 3: 27  No natural explanation possible! 

God can deliver us from death; but will always deliver us through death; then right into His presence. Forgiven, clean, no more pain, no shame left, no guilt!
Daniel 28-30  Neb. sees all the facts but little of the meaning! He only sees a God
                               greater than his own, but will not see that he is the only true God! 

                                 That will take multiple lessons to come. 
