Daniel  5: 1-30         God ;  The Ultimate Party Crasher            December 1, 2019

   INTRO:   Bud Light Beer commercial. Two white guys try to crash a party at a Japanese  family reunion to drink free beer but are soon discovered and thrown out onto the front lawn!
We all get the point. Don’t invite yourself into things where you don’t belong. But what If you belonged to be in the middle of things no matter where it was?

God is the creator and redeemer. He deserves to be the honored guest at every table, in every conversation, in every place. A maturing step is truly  believing the reality of God’s presence everywhere you go. You prove it by not being ashamed to mention your love and dependence on Him.
God cannot be compartmentalized! He will crash the party for correction or for blessing. 
So that reality cuts two ways. 
1. To Belshazzar-  Galatians 6: 7 “ Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

                                     this he will also reap.”

2.  To Believers-  I Corinthians 15: 58  “ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable. Always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. “

Galatians 6: “ Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due season we will reap if we do not grow weary.”  
There is a “time delay”  between doing the good , or the evil, and seeing the full-grown results. “Slow” justice does NOT mean “No” justice.
1. It makes unbelievers think they are getting away with something, 

           but really they are going to catch it in the end.

Ex. Ecclesiastes 8: 11 “ Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are fully given to evil.” 
Question: Why does God allow that? So a man can choose. No choosing; no real love. You only get  compliance through fear of punishment otherwise. 

Ex.  II Peter 3:9  “ The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 
2. It makes believers think doing good does not work as promised. It takes faith during the time delay.
TEXT: Daniel 5:1-4
Nabonidus was the main king at this time but was ruling in the city of Babylon only 7 of those 17 years.( A cuneiform document expressly states that Nabonidus entrusted his kingdom to Belshazzar.)  Nabonidus was on a military campaign in Arabia for 10 years. For all practical purposes BELSHAZZAR was the king. Nebuchadnezzar was his grandfather. The designation FATHER and Son can be used 8 different ways in Semitic languages.

During its prime Babylon had 1.2 million people.

9 miles of wall around the city; 62 miles of wall in the area. 

One wall 310 ft. high/ 87ft. across. That is enough for 4 chariots or 3 Chevy trucks. ( But only 1 ford truck because no Ford truck can be driven in a straight line.) 
20 years of supplies inside to hold off a siege! Considered impregnable! 

5: 5-12 His sin is more grave because he knew the lessons of the past. Being drunk with power gave him a false sense of security.

Grandma come in and sees past the pomp. “Your father,,, your father the king!” 

Translation: “Wake up and smell the coffee!” 

5: 13-17 He could only offer the third position because he was in second position.

Daniel never missed a chance to give the glory to God. He did not get his self-worth from his gift that God gave him but from the relationship he had with God. Many Christian leaders take pride and identity in their “gift” forgetting it was unearned and undeserved. If you are looking to honor yourself Christian ministry is not for you.

5: 18-28  God made it so that only Daniel could interpret it.  Because Daniel had no self-glorifying motive.
Mene – Mene – “to number”    Said twice for emphasis. 
( Ex. “Verily, verily,,,unless a man be born-again,,,”)
Tekel –  “ a shekel” , a coin, but also used as a weight on a scale. 

Peres-  “a division”
Upharsin- is plural of Peres (division) 

Think of it like this. Someone says, “ Numbers, I am thinking about numbers; Weights, I am also thinking about weights; Divisions, I am seeing a scattering apart and destruction!” Now that would get you curious!
5:28 – A word play. Peres- to divide   Persians – paras.  The basic idea of division is linked with the name of the conqueror.

5: 29-30  Most use this text to speak of a warning to change course. But as you can see this is a judgement already set. No time left, no second chance; they had all been exhausted. One day all men and women , boys and girls will be weigh to see what is really in their heart. 

Final : What do you weigh?

No amount of good works can tip the scale in your favor. Only the full weight of Christ’ purity can put the scale in your favor. Any other attempt to develop your own righteousness, your own right standing with God is beside the point.

Daniel 5:27  “,,, you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient”

I Samuel 2:3 “ Boast no more so proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.”

Proverbs 16:2-3 “ All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, but the Lord weights the motives. Commit your works to the Lord and your plans will be established.” 
Psalms 62:8-12  “ Trust in the Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Men of low degree are only vanity and men of rank are a lie; In the balances they both go up; they are together lighter than breath. Do not trust in oppression and do not vainly hope in robbery; If riches increase, don’t set your heart upon them. Once God has spoken; Twice I have heard this; That power belongs to God, and lovingkindness is Yours, Oh Lord, for you will recompense a man according to his works.”   

John 6: 27-29  “ Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endured to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father has set His seal.” Therefore they said to Him, ‘ What shall we do , so that we may work the works of God?’ Jesus answered them and said to them, ‘ This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.’ “
Romans 6: 23 “ The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ephesians 2: 8-9  “ For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not because of works; least any man should boast.” 
