Clean Out Evil Deuteronomy Chapter2-3  Third Sermon 4/23/2023

Chapter 1-3isa review, given by Moses, of the wilderness wanderings and the conquest of the
eastern side of the Jordan.

Two passages may sound strange to our ears today.

2:34 and 3:3,6

What were the Rules of Warfare that God had commanded?
20:10-18

God’s revelation is accomplishing one thing at a time. First thing is to establish the nation of
Israel as a testimony of God’s purpose for His world.

If Israel had a policy of tolerance, compromising with the evil around then, then they never
would have lasted for long. The evil paganism around them would have swallowed them up.

We can’t see the entire canvas He is working on. We see the parts and He sees the whole.

29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and
to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”

“Why Did God Command The Genocide Of The Canaanites? Gotquestions.org

Genesis chapter 6-9. The earth got so corrupt that God had to destroy it.

Genesis 19. God had to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around it because of the
evil,

TEXT TODAY: Chapter 2 and 3 *****************************
2:1-7 “,,, you have not lacked a thing.”

Question: Do you know the difference between wants and needs? If you are always wanting
more than you need; your real need has not yet been met!

Contentment in fellowship with God is the highest need. We will see this in Chapter 8 |ater.

2:8-19 This promise land is small. He did not allow them to have ali the world. He wanted to
example His character through imperfect Israel, and demonstrating His care for them and His
power to this lost world. Uitimately, “,,,through Abraham all the nations will be blessed.”

2: 24-25 s it important for militant Muslims, or Chinese, or Russians to fear the United States?



2: 26-37 Sin accumulates to the point that a judgement has to come. Think of just WW1 and
WW11 as examples. Every type of diplomacy was tried and German just kept lying and building
up power. Hitler was demonic to the core.

Chapter:“s **********“q-‘**:p"*******************#****
Gives details of the defeat of two kings of the Amorites (Canaanites).
An admonition to not be afraid!
And a close look at Moses’ desire to step into the promised land.
3: 22 “Do not fear them, for the Lord your God is the one fighting for you.”

3:23-29 {1:37,34:1) Moses’ personal conversation with the Lord, hoping he could cross over
into the land, but God said ne.



Why did God command the
genocide of the Canaanites?

In 1 Samuel 15:2-3, God commanded Saul and the Israelites, “This is what the LORD
Almighty says: 'l will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid
them as they came up from Egypt. Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy
everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women,
children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys." God ordered similar things
when the Israelites were invading the promised land (Deuteronomy 2:34; 3:6; 20:16-18).
Why would God have the Israelites exterminate an entire group of people, women and
children included?

This is a difficult issue. We do not fully understand why God would command such a
thing, but we trust God that He is just — and we recognize that we are incapable of fully
understanding a sovereign, infinite, and eternal God. As we look at difficult issues such
as this one, we must remember that God's ways are higher than our ways and His
thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:9; Romans 11:33-36). We have to be
willing to trust God and have faith in Him even when we do not understand His ways.

Unlike us, God knows the future. God knew what the results would be if Israel did not
completely eradicate the Amalekites. If Israel did not carry out God's orders, the
Amalekites would come back to trouble the Israelites in the future. Saul claimed to have
killed everyone but the Amalekite king Agag (1 Samuel 15:20). Obviously, Saul was
lying—just a couple of decades later, there were enough Amalekites to take David and
his men’s families captive (1_Samuel 30:1-2). After David and his men attacked the
Amalekites and rescued their families, 400 Amalekites escaped. If Saul had fulfilled what
God had commanded him, this never would have occurred. Several hundred years later,
a descendant of Agag, Haman, tried to have the entire Jewish people exterminated (see
the book of Esther). So, Saul's incomplete obedience almost resulted in Israel's
destruction. God knew this would occur, so He ordered the extermination of the -
Amalekites ahead of time.

In regard to the Canaanites, God commanded, “In the cities of the nations the LORD



your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive anything that breathes,
Completely destroy them — the H ittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites — as the LORD your God has commanded you. Otherwise, they will teach you
to follow all the detestable things they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin
against the LORD your God" (Deuteronomy 20:16-18). The Israelites failed in this mission
as well, and exactly what God said would happen occurred (Judges 2:1-3; 1 Kinas

11:5; 14:24; 2 Kings 16:3-4). God did not order the extermination of these people to be
cruel, but to prevent even greater evil from occurring in the future.

Probably the most difficult part of these commands from God is that God ordered the
death of children and infants as well. Why would God order the death of innocent
children? (1) Children are not innocent (Psalm 51:5; 58:3). (2) These children would have
likely grown up as adherents to the evil religions and practices of their parents. (3) These
children would naturally have grown up resentful of the Israelites and later soughtto -
avenge the “unjust” treatment of their parents.

Again, this answer does not completely deal with all the issues. Our focus should be on
trusting God even when we do not understand His ways. We also must remember that
God looks at things from an eternal perspective and that His ways are higher than our
ways. God is just, righteous, holy, loving, merciful, and gracious. How His attributes work
together can be a mystery to us - but that does not mean that He is not who the Bible
proclaims Him to be.



